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Abd-el-Rhaman, a most unwilling person too, com-
manded Recafredo to summon a synod to forbid the
Christians to give open provocation and to denounce
themselves. The decree was made ; but the zealous
took it as a token of lukewarmness and time-serving'
in the higher clergy, and paid no attention to it, so
that fresh executions followed. In the midst, Abd-el-
Rhaman II. died of paralysis, in 852, leaving forty-five
sons and forty-one daughters. His son Mahommed was
of a more severe disposition, and martyrdoms became
much more frequent; the most notable being that of a
beautiful and wealthy maiden named Columba, who
had, in spite of all persuasions of her relations, taken
the veil at Tabanos. The other nuns were moved by
the authorities and shut up at Cordova, to prevent
their rushing on destruction ; but Columba escaped,
reviled Mahommed before the kadi, and perished. It
is probable that these voluntary self-sacrifices were
the reaction from the indifference which had set in
under the toleration of the Khalifs, and they certainly
greatly quickened the life of the Mosarabic Church, and
won instead of deterring the doubtful.

Eulogio went about encouraging and strengthening
waverers, and the clergy of Toledo elected him as
their Bishop; but he was viewed as too zealous and
uncompromising for promotion, and was immediately
after brought before the divan for having hidden a
converted Mahommedan girl in the house of his sister.
He was beheaded, and his corpse thrown into the
river, where a white dove flew over it as it floated
down the stream. The Moslem girl was also put to
death; but the Arabs seem then to have perceived that
the persecution only strengthened the zeal of the